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When the Germans invaded Poland why did not Allied
airmen bomb Berlin and the principal towns of Ger-
many ? Because they were afraid of reprisals on Paris
and London; they dropped leaflets instead. Both
Governments maintained their peace-time mentality even
when a totalitarian war had been launched. Britain
and France kept their peace-time premiers, and the
Allies had a peace-time general, Gamelin, as Com-
mander-in-Chief. When Poland was defeated and Ger-
many was free to turn her attention on France, Gamelin
withdrew his forces from the Warndt Forest, where
they had dominated the industrial region of Saarbrucken
and the roads leading to it, because, as he announced at
the time, he wanted to save lives. That Gamelin should
have thought in those terms was discouraging, since the
Allies were fighting a ruthless enemy who did not care
how many lives he lost; that he said it publicly liad
an ill effect on individual soldiers and officers of the
French armies. Not only did the French retire from
Saarbrucken but they allowed the Germans to take the
industrially important French town of Forbach, a few
miles to the south-west. This was never announced to
the French public. It was only when I visited the front
line some months later, in May, and the colonel pointed
out the dead chimney stacks of Forbach below, that I
realized it was in German hands.
It is true that the war in the west had not yet begun
and that the policy was to retire behind the Maginot
tine. Any criticism of French inertia was always met
by the reply: " France always rises to the occasion in a